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Day #1 at Poor House Farm Park in Martinsburg, WV.

Hello Scholars! Like any first day, we broke the ice and goǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ /ŀŎŀǇƻƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ CǊŀƴƪ 
wƻŘƎŜǊǎΣ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŦƛƴƛǘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻf that 
in West Virginia. The first day of camp is always special because the journey of making new friends, overcoming fears, trying new 
things, learning about protecting the environment, and experiencing once in a lifetime opportunities has only just begun!



Technicians from City of Martinsburg Stormwater Management used the Enviroscape model to teach 
about stormwater runoff and pollution in our watershed. The model simulated what happens to all 
the rainwater after it falls from the sky, hits our streets, and collects pollution on its way into our 
rivers and eventually the Chesapeake Bay.



We even got to meet ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛƴǎōǳǊƎ {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƛǇŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊƻōƻǘΣ wŀƭǇƘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻt 
paired with its camera looks for illicit discharge, which is anything that enters a storm drain that is not 
stormwater like oil or trash. Our campers even had the chance to operate Ralph and took a picture with him!



Next, we learned the West Virginia Save our Streams monitoring protocol. This robust stream study allows us to evaluate stream health by 
investigating water chemistry and observing benthic macroinvertebrates. As Stream Scholars, we investigate stream health because we 
cherish the water for its importance in supporting life and recreation.

Monitoring benthic macroinvertebrates was definitely their favorite part of stream sampling. Here we are learning how to identify them and 
how these critters vary in their tolerance to pollution, allowing them to serve as an indicator for stream health.



And we caught what we were looking for on the first day!



Now, it is time to run the chemical tests to check the health of the water. It was the first time for some 
campers and they did a great job. We tested the water clarity, salinity, pH, temperature, and for nutrients like 
nitrate and phosphate!



Day #2 Shenandoah River, Charles Town, West Virginia We are ready to canoe!



But first, we went over some safety items and met the environmental educator and river guide, Mike Dudash of 
Eagle Aquatics. He kept us entertained while learning about the importance of keeping our environment clean 
and how we rely on mother earth. 



Here we go! We teamed up with our friends and canoed along the Shenandoah River. It 
was a first time canoeing for some of our campers too!



Using the same methods from the day before we tested the conditions of Furnace Run. This is water that 
wildlife eats, drinks, and lives in; and we were happy with the results we observed. 



We started to get the hang of it and felt like professional stream scientists on the second day of camp!


